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V&A Museum, South Kensington, 15 July – 12 November 2017 (object on display for duration) 

 
Lender Name and Address: 

The Museum of Modern Art 

11 West 53 Street 

New York 

NY 10019-5497 

 

Title: Patent model for one piece plywood chair, and two associated paper labels 

Type of Object: Furniture patent model 

Date of Creation: 1873 

Place of Creation: USA 

Artist/Designer: Isaac Cole 

Nationality of Artist/Designer: American 

Dimensions:  

Model: 7 7/8 x 4 1/8 x 3 3/4£” (20 x 10.5 x 9.5cm) 

Label 1: 3 ¼ x 3” (8.3cm x 7.6cm) 

Label 2: 1 5/8 x 3 1/8” (4.1 x 7.9cm) 

Material/Medium:  

Model: Moulded plywood (three sections) 

Labels: Ink on paper with string  

Brief Description (including identifying marks and inscriptions): Isaac Cole’s patent model for a 
one piece plywood chair, produced from three sections of moulded plywood. Labels annotated 
with name of designer and date of patent as below: 

No [typescript]:  148,350 [manuscript] 
Isaac J. Cole [manuscript] 



Chair [manuscript] 
Patented [typescript]: March 10, [illegible] [manuscript] 
1874. [typescript] 

Provenance: 

Until 1880, the US Patent Office required a model to be submitted with every patent 
application – these were then put on public display in the Office’s Museum of Models. The 
collection of models remained on display there until 1893, when they were crated and moved 
into storage. In 1908 just over 1000 models in the collection were acquired by the Smithsonian 
Institution. In 1926 Congress decided to dispense with the rest of the models stored at the 
Patent Office – the Smithsonian Institution were given first choice of the remaining models 
and acquired over 3000, the rest of the collection was sold commercially or given to museums. 

The Museum of Modern Art bought this model at a New York auction in 1943, at now-defunct 
auction house O. Rundle Gilbert. It is not known who owned the model in the time between its 
sale by the US Patent Office in 1926 and the 1943 auction, but there is no reason to doubt the 
legitimacy of the 1943 sale (patent models at this time had little financial value and were put 
up for sale relatively frequently. It is common for the history of a patent model to be partially 
undocumented).  

Period 1933-1945 

Although we have not been able to ascertain a clear history of the model’s ownership between 
1933 and 1945, this is not uncommon for an object of this type (as already noted). It is 
extremely unlikely that the model would have left the US in the period between 1926 (when it 
was dispersed from the US Patent Office) and 1943 (when it was sold at auction in New York). 

Image of Object:  

   

 


